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The  main  effort  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion has  been  to  secure  more  general  ob- 
servance of  the  law  requiring  that  babies' 
sore  eyes  be  reported  and  prophylactic 
measures  used.  Thirty-two  violations- 
of  the  reoortins:  law  have  been  discov- 
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BILLS    THAT    THE  BABIES 
HAVE  TO  PAY 

THERE  are  in  the  state  of  Illinois 
between  two  and  three  thousand 
persons — babies,  children,  adults — who 
might  see  today  had  their  eyes  been 
properly  attended  to  when  sight  was 
first  endangered,  says  Carolyn  C.  Van 
Blarcom,  in  her  first  report  of  the  Illi- 
nois Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blind- 
Organized  effort  in  Illinois  to  prevent 
blindness  dates  only  from  March,  al- 
though prior  to  that,  work  had  been 
carried  on  informally  by  a  volunteer 
group  of  physicians  and  laymen.  This 
volunteer  organization  supported  the 
state  bill  for  preventing  blindness  in 
babies,  which  became  eflective  July  1, 
1915.  In  the  past  six  months  it  has  re- 
organized as  the  present  society,  made 
plans  for  sustained  work,  secured  a  sec- 
retary and  enrolled  over  800  members. 
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The  main  effort  of  the  new  organiza- 
tion has  been  to  secure  more  general  ob- 
servance of  the  law  requiring  that  babies' 
sore  eyes  be  reported  and  prophylactic 
measures  used.  Thirty-two  violations 
of  the  reporting  law  have  been  discov- 
ered ;  one  doctor  and  two  midwives  have 
been  convicted  and  fined ;  the  attorney- 
general  has  authorized  the  prosecutions 
of  three  other  doctors  and  midwives, 
and  evidence  is  being  gathered  concern- 
ing the  other  cases.  Cooperation  from 
state  and  local  health  departments, 
nursing  associations  and  various  other 
philanthropies  makes  possible  a  rapid 
extension  of  the  work. 

The  greatest  difficulty  which  the  so- 
ciety encounters  is  said  to  be  ignorance 
of  the  seriousness  of  infection  in  babies"^ 
eyes.  Tragedies  occur  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
where  blindness  might  have  been- 
averted. 

Miss  Van  Blarcom  tells  of  one  young 
mother  who,  holding  her  blind  baby  in 
her  arms,  said  that  the  baby's  eyes  might 
have  been  treated  just  as  well  as  not, 
but  that  this  was  her  first  baby  and  mid- 
wives  and  grandmothers  assured  her  out 
of  the  fullness  of  their  knowledge  of 
such  things  that  it  was  only  a  "cold  irt 
the  eyes" ;  that  "it  was  natural  for  ba- 
bies to  have  sore  eyes  and  they  will  get 
well  by  themselves."  But  the  baby  wilt 
pay  the  penalty  in  lifelong  blindness. 

Amusing  incidents  occur  in  the  midst 
of  all  the  tragedy.  In  one  case,  under 
the  authority  of  the  state  the  society  at- 
tempted to  take  a  baby  back  to  the  hos- 
pital, from  which  the  parents  had  re- 
moved it  against  the  earnest  advice  of 
doctors  and  nurses.  The  mother  was 
visited  in  her  home,  shown  photographs 
of  blind  children  and  told  the  serious- 
ness of  her  own  baby's  condition — but 
all  to  no  avail.  Finally,  after  several 
hours  had  been  spent  in  persuasive  argu- 
ment, the  still  resisting  parents  were 
won  o\  er  by  the  prospect  of  a  taxi  ride. 
So  at  nine  o'clock  at  night  a  much  de- 
lighted family  accompanied  the  society's- 
agent  and  the  suffering  baby  to  the  hos- 
pital. 

Sometimes  the  price  paid  by  a  baby 
for  the  ignorance  and  neglect  of  those 
accountable  for  its  care  is  not  alone  its 
sight,  with  all  that  that  means,  but  alsO' 
its  home,  parents  and  relatives.  Blind 
babies  are  not  regarded  as  valuable  as- 
sets and  are  not  infrequently  abandoned 
by  the  parents  who  are  responsible  for 
their  blindness.  Nor  do  one-eyed  babies 
always  find  favor  in  the  sight  of  their 
parents,  for  each  year  a  number  of  them 
are  left  at  Cook  County  Hospital  and 
never  claimed. 

The  average  cost  to  the  state  to  main- 
tain and  educate  a  blind  person  is  esti- 
mated at  something  over  $10,000.  This 
does  not  take  into  account  the  negative 
loss  of  productive  citizens — the  state's 
most  valuable  asset. 
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